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THE CHRISTIAN FACES COMMUNISM 


This is the title of a pamphlet by Rev, and Mrs, Gilbert H. Baker (Episcopal, Lingnan Uni- 
versity), and published by the Woman's Auxiliary to the National Council, 281 Fourth Avenue, 
New York 10, N.Y. (25¢) The material is arranged as a panel discussion or a dialogue, Ex- 
missionaries from China now working in the USA will find this a very suitable method to present 
the problems of Communism and the lessons to be learned from our China experience to any 
church group, Baker recommends dividing it into two discussion periods, 


Baker's treatment of Communism as an ideology is very fair, Although he unequivocally 
rejects Communism as a way of life, he still shows clearly what its appeals are, ‘*‘Many young 
Chinese felt that the westernized port cities like Shanghai or Hong Kong with their movies, night 
clubs, and appeals to enjoyment had nothing to offer in comparison with the sterner but more 
nurposeful task of rebuilding their country in the interior,*’ As to Chinese Christians, he concludes 

we may trust them to meet the Communist challenge, ‘provided we don't insist that true 
Cif.stian discipleship necessarily implies approval of the American way of life, or even democracy, 
St. Francis, for example, had never heard of either, and he probably had very erroneous ideas 
about government and the nature of the universe, but he was a good Christian,’’ 


ADJUSTMENT OF RESIDENT STATUS 


Prof, Clarence Linton of Columbia has made the following statement about Chinese residents’ 
status: ‘*Chinese students and former students who entered the USA prior to August 8, 1953, and 
wish to remain here permanently, provided they qualify, may now apply for adjustment of immi- 
gration status under Section 6 of the Refugee Act of 1953. Application must be made prior to 
August 6, 1954, on Form 1-233 which may be obtained from the US Immigration and Naturalization 
Service, 70 Columbus Avenue, New York 23, N.Y. (or other Immigration Office), A representative 
of the US Department of State has said that the services of a lawyer are not necessary."’ 


FREEDOM AND SLAVERY 


Leslie R. Severinghaus, Headmaster of Haverford School, and one of the directors of ARCI, 
was in Hong Kong with Mr. B, A, Garside last summer when the Dutch steamer Tjisadane came 
in with 400 Chinese students bound for China, He was overwhelmed by the tragedy of these stu- 
dents craving an education, faced with the red tape of immigration difficulties so that they could 
not attend college in the US or anywhere else, and listening to the siren song of Communism, 
‘Come on over, We are interested in you young people. You can have anything you wanti** He 
comments, ‘*Those 400 young men and women who were FREE this morning in Hong Kong are an 
enslaved group this afternoon in Communist China, 28 miles from where I sit.’’ Going to church 
that morning he passed the Kowloon Railway Station where the students, on a special train, were 
slowly moving out on the short run to the border, 400 young Chinese thinking, ‘At last we are 
here. Someone is interested in us,’* He says, *‘I stood there helpiess to say one word for freedom 
or democracy, I felt like shouting, ‘Wait a minute! Don't go on that train! We too are interested 
in you, Wait till I get five minutes to talk to you, There's so much you don’t know! Please don’t 
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gol’ Twenty minutes later | was on my knees in the Cathedral where the Dean led us in that 
great collect; ‘We have left undone those things which we ought to have done, and we have 
done those things which we ought not to have done, and there is no health in us," 


CHINESE ART, by Judith and Arthur Hart Burling (Studio-Crowell, 1953, 394 pp., $8.50. 


Mr, and Mrs, Burling have joined the large company of those who have fallen under the 
spell of the culture of China and who have a compelling urge to share that spell with others, 
Historical background, collectors’ lore, illustrative anecdotes and sketched-in discussions of the 
various major categories of Chinese art make up the text, which has no pretensions of being 
scholarly, but is planned rather to lure others to explore this fascinating field for themselves, The 
excellent illustrations, many of which come from important collections in the United States and 
Canada, serve to remind us that although we cannot now see the collections on the Chinese main- 
land, there is a wealth of treasures readily available to those who already love these things or to 
anyone who wants to learn about them, (Mary Ferguson) 


MISSIONARY NEWS 


Rev, Elmer W.. Galt, representing Church World Service in Hong Kong, estimates that a 
half million people in that colony are in real need, with 150,000 of them in distress that is next 
to desperation, CWS is but one of several tens of welfare agencies at work there, and they co- 
operate well with one another, The projects of CWS are 4s follows; 1, A rattan workshop training 
over 50 apprentices, 2. Embroidery as a cottage industry for women, 3. Supplying of sewing 
machines on an instalment purchase plan, 4. Distribution of 60,000 pounds of Kansas flour, 

5. Distribution of used clothing. 6. Distribution of milk powder, 7. 175 resettlement cottages, 
8. A day nursery, 


Mrs, Geraldine Fitch sailed for Formosa on November 28, where she will live until next 
April, A Chinese translation of her book Formosa Beachhead will be published in Hong Kong shg@¥y 


Dr. M, A. Hopkins (So Pres, N, China Theol, Seminary) has just published a tentative trans- 
lation of the epistles of John into Chinese, Chinese friends tell me that it is in excellent style, and 
my own checking with a Greek testament indicates that it is more accurate than the regular Kuoyu 
version, It is to be hoped that Dr. Hopkins will go on to other parts of the NT. 


Dr, Dryden Phelps (Baptist, Chengtu) is acting as pastor of the Interracial Fellowship Church 
in San Francisco, during the year’s absence of the pastor Howard Thurman, 


Miss Carrie Bartlett (Methodist, Foochow) died on November 15 at Robincroft, Pasadena, 
California, 


CHURCH NEWS 


Rev, T, K, Chiu has accepted a call to the Chinese Presbyterian Church in San Francisco, 
He will be missed in Philadelphia, where he has made a real contribution during his pastorate of 
the past year and a half, 


A letter from Shanghai gives the following news: Dr, Y, C. Tu and Mr, Kiang Wen-han 
have resumed their work in the National Committee of the YMCA. Fitch Memorial Church (Pres) 
will soon have a Bible study class in Russian, The Church’s choircontinues to function, and has 
rehearsals every Saturday evening. 


A letter received here from North China states that in some areas religious liberty is not to 
be found, The letter cites North Korea, and much of Manchuria and Jehol as places where the 
leading Christians have all been eliminated, Inner Mongolia is so far free from that blight. 


It has been assumed that the comparatively better showing of the city churches in Communist 
China has been due to larger and better developed membership. This undoubtedly is partly true, 
but another element in the situation is that mission property not specifically connected with the 
schools and hospitals that have been taken over seems to have been left in the hands of the churches, 
and they are able to realize considerable income from rentals. Thus a statement coming from 
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Peking says that the Methodist Church there realizes a monthly ‘‘fortune’’ from the rent of their 
buildings. 


The new Methodist work in Taiwan, under the direction of Bishop Ralph A, Ward and 
Missionaries Knettler and Macinnis, reports a church membership of 157, mostly received by 
transfer from churches in sixteen different provinces of the mainland, They have an institute 
grounds, ‘‘Wesley Grove’’, eight miles from Taipei, which is being used as a retreat center by 
all denominations, 


A letter from a Chinese in Tientsin who evidently has contacts in Paoting speaks of Rev. 
and Mrs, Ma of the Kung Li Hui (Congregational Church) there, saying that things in their church 
are ‘‘going on nicely’’, A similar report has been received about the Erh T’*iao CCC Church in 


Peking. 


Mr. J. C. Hsia, former chairman of the Board of Shanghai Community Church, is now 
living in Hong Kong. 


SCHOOL NEWS 


The reorganization of history studies under Communist influence is the subject of an article 
by Fang Hui in the Peking Kuang Ming Jih Pao for October 3. Under the Academia Sinica there 
are two new institutes, organized since Communist control, concerned with Archaeology and 
Modern History respectively. The former has done excavation work at Tangshan, Paisha, Cheng- 
chow, Loyang and Changsha, and has increased our knowledge of the period of the Warring States, 
and especially of the Ch'u Kingdom, The Chinese Society of Historical Science is compiling an 
exhaustive history of modern China, in 12 epochs, beginning with the Opium War and coming down 
to the May Fourth Movement, The history of five of these epochs has been completed in six 
volumes totalling nearly 20 million words, The rest will be completed by 1955. 


ae In universities the basic required courses in history comprise the general history of China and 
estern countries, the modern history of China, and Marx-Leninist works on history, Elective 
courses cover the national minorities of China and the history of Asia, History students may 

choose from among seven specialization majors; Ancient Chinese History (before the Opium War), 
Modern Chinese History, Minorities, USSR and People’s Democracies in East Europe, USA and other 
Capitalist Countries, Asia, and International Relations, Marxist theoretical studies and the use of 
Russian as a tool of historical research are required, 


Chinese students at the University of Washington publish a mimeographed newsletter, Hwa 
She Tung Hsun (4233 Thackeray Street, Seattle 5, Wash.). From their November letter we learn 
that T., Z, Loo was to speak there on November 18. 


Another periodical of interest is The Asian Student, published weekly during the academic 
year by The Committee for Free Asia, 105 Market Street, San Francisco, at $2.00 4 year, Itis 
concerned with all Asia, and not just with Chinese students, | 


The University of Kwangsi, established 15 years ago, has been disbanded, and its depart- 
ments integrated with other institutions of higher learning in the South Central Area, 


GENERAL NEWS 


NCNA has listed the following Ig countries as in full diplomatic relations with Communist 
China; USSR, Bulgaria, Rumania, Hungary, North Korea, Czechoslovakia, Poland, Mongolia, East 
Germany, Albania, Burma, India, Vietnam, Denmark, Sweden, Switzerland, Indonesia, Finland, 
Pakistan, Three are ‘‘conducting talks for establishing diplomatic relations’’; Great Britain, 
Norway, Netherlands; and three have recognized, but have made no decision regarding diplomatic 
representatives: Ceylon, Israel, Afghanistan, 


Li Wei-han, Vice-chairman of the Committee of Financial and Economic Affairs, in a 
statement on November 10, outlined the future of Chinese economy in the following terms: 
Individual peasant economy will be transformed into collective ownership through mutual-aid and 
perative farming, and the capitalist economy will be transformed through the medium of 
capitalism into state or public property. 
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A Fouchow Nov, 17 report states that of 700 Kuomintang troops captured on Tungsan Island 
on July 16, 600 had been released by October 16 and the rest are expected to be released short 3 
They were provided with travel expenses and winter clothes for their journey home, 


NCNA is filling its columns with further material on germ warfare in an attempt to cast 
doubt on the repudiation of the confessions of the air service officers which has been presented to 
the UN. Their chief point of argument is the concreteness of the confessions as contrasted with 
the vague nature of the repudiations, as well as to the fact that the confessions agree so well with 
each other, However, these two points can be equally well expiained as a tribute to the effective- 
ness of the fiction writers who dictated the so-called confessions, 


Dr. Joseph Needham, British scientist, in a letter published on Nov, 14 in the British weekly 
**New Statesman and Nation"’, reiterates his belief in the germ warfare charges, He states that 
the original report of the ‘‘International Scientific Commission’’ was not based on the confessions 
of the American airmen, but on the evidence which Chinese scientists brought to them, 


The ashes of Feng Yu-hsiang were buried on Taishan on October 15, with full government 
participation in the ceremony, ‘‘Amid the strains of funeral music the sons of the deceased laid 
the casket of ashes in the tomb, Three minutes of silence was then observed, Then Vice-President 
Li Chi-shen expressed condolence, Madame Li Teh-chuan (Madame Feng Yu-hsiang) expressed 
thanks to those present at the ceremony,’* (NCNA) Evidently no pastor took part in this burial of 
a Methodist layman, 


A further stretch of 57 kilometres of the Lanchow-Sinkiang Railway was opened on November 
5, bringing the total to 160 kilometres from Lanchow west. During the three weeks following the 
opening of the first 103 kilometres on October |, over 22, 300 tons of freight were carried, 


The Shanghai Symphony Orchestra gave a four day series of concerts beginning November 19 
to celebrate the 125th anniversary of the death of Franz Schubert. 


Tillman Durdin, in a Nov, 12 despatch to the New York Times, notes that Peking is steadily 
tightening news leaks from the mainland, The export of newspapers is forbidden, and newspapers 
published in one part of China cannot be sold in another part, The reason for this Durdin illustr *s 
from a copy of the Kwangsi Daily News of Nov. |, with a rather cryptic news item which Durdi__ 
interprets as follows: Considerable resistance to Red rule continues to exist in Kwangsi, so much 
so, indeed, that harvested grain is stolen and burned, and that guerillas make venturing into the 
hills unsafe, | 


Chungking’s private industries are prospering, according to a Nov, 11 NCNA despatch, Their 
1952 output was 18% over 1951, and 1953 will be perhaps 25% above 1952. 60% of all their 
business comes from government orders, 


Tax revenue in Shanghai from January to September 1953 was increased by 77% as compared 
with the previous year, This increase was partly due to increased production, and partly to the 
stamping out of tax evasion, 


Julian Schuman, an American formerly on the staff of the defunct China Weekly Review, 
arrived in Hong Kong from Shanghai on November 22, The Review closed several months ago for 
lack of funds, 


The third conference of the Nationalities Affairs Commission was held in Peking in June, and 
its report published in September. From this we learn that up to March 1953 47 nationalities 
autonomous areas had been established equivalent to the status of Hsien and above, The govern- 
ment is paying special attention to these minorities, and giving them a considerable amount of 
local autonomy, though of course at the same time making certain that they develop along Com- 
munist lines, Four beneficial results of this program are listed: 1. Their patriotism for the 
Chinese Government has increased, 2. Their own unity has been fostered, 3. Closer links have 
been forged between the autonomy organs and the people themselves, especially by the use of the 
minority language in the processes of government. 4. Their political, economic and cultural | 
development has been promoted, | 


PRA YER. FOR CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP 
Almighty God, by whose Spirit we are all baptized into one body, where all are members one of 
another; grant that in these days of warfare the bonds which unite us to our fellow Christians in China 
may not be broken, Though in the sight of the world they may be our enemies, let not distress 
tribulation separate us from the love of Christ, in which friend and foe have equal share, and * 6! 
which we see beyond the darkness of this hour to a brighter day, Grant this, O Father, for the sake 
of Jesus Christ our Saviour, Amen, 


Lay 


